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he word caneer striless fear inta the beart ol all Goolwund cwners. [0 seems every Greyhound swoer has b
by canger, either through his own dog or that of 2 friend. How s cancer diagnosed? As a vetennariem, how da |
approach an cwner after diagoosing s Grevhoond with cancer?

The wand cancer is desived fron the ancient Greek and Larin. Cauce: is described o far back a3 the 5th century FC and mum-
mies with cancers of the boncs or soff rissies have bren vneartned. The word cancer seruaile means “eeal” in Latin, The creb is
[ R TREY A [ the central comer wirh rhe ‘ﬂ-ﬂii‘.ﬁng .,-k,:ki,_-:’J which resanble the crabs IETJ‘ and claws. The anciens lt:l_'l.'l;.:!liIl.‘J cane
cer’s ability w spread throuchour the body, as well as their inabilioy wo orear ir. The ancients also recognived that some treammens
wore worse than the disease, 2oy cavsing more suffering thian che diseasa imslf. Cancer becane o femed Uy, pecple would
not el Fiends of shpir :_‘.IJgI'u’_‘E'.'_-. and they weuld hide fon e |'.||_:'_ i for fear af be g wones, Vhe coneept of cameer ag a rea-
sun for permciam perzevered until the late 20th conoury, which saw the advert of berter dingrostics, chemotherapen rics, radiaton,
and taprowed sagery skills. We rnow rww thar cancer is a reeazable and beamable disense on 1oaey fronts, 2md need nor be feared.

Diagnesing cancer can be very simple or very eomples. The simplest disgnosis is made i the actual mor i visible or ohyi-
vus The vewerinarian can perform a fine nead’e aspirate oo o tumor and exemine it under & microscope in 4 ratter of minutes.

Ao e way (o dwgnnse caneer i with 3 bopey o she lesion. A sol] piece aof the wmar iz emeved and presecved in focmalin

for a pathologist w examine. The amoune of tesue memoved depends on the area, Wirh 2 25in timao o enarnple, the weierinag:-
g p P

ian may remove the entice tuman The goal of dee subszquenr cxaminarior iz ro dssermine i the entie wauer ha: boer
i the case of 2 nomer o an otgen, just a pisce may be remaved ard sent o a parholagist Al eraces tha are weeroved sbould be
BNk DA |"=Ir"‘-t'-1¢-gi-‘" for evaluation; if it is impurtant enouph o Temove, i §s epormant snough e evaluared.

The mast cifficolr mnmor m locate & the tumor that causes a parareap estic spndrme, o cordition i which the namar pe
3 harmsone:like subetance thar Jisturks e balenee and health of the patient. The most commms parmeoplene symdrome is ele-




Emmett, adopted oy Ay Wankan o Columous, Dhin,

vated blood caliium o ynploma, The lvme-
pracira moduce: & hommane the e body cecoge
nizes a puradyroud homone, which repulares
Dlood calciwu, Svinptoms include  lethargey,
weight loss, and usually incressed warter imtake
ang urinatizn. The clevated blood calcium is 2vi-
dere throegh bleodwerk. Then che search is on,
becanse thers ane several cayses of elovared blood
calciun, including vophoms, snel glamd mwmer,
kidney dueise, and blaswomyeoss (a ingel infec-
tion). Further diagnostic s are wamanted o
tslute the case and source of the problem.
Alter diagnosts, the veterinanizn muost stags
Lhe putiene, Stagiog conssts of & tial sealuarion
of the Crevheund, woleding exaninacon of
lehoratore data acd radiograghs. The veternari-
i aned owner shioudd then discuss the treament
plan, reasonable goals, and possilble side ellels,
This dizcussion is cuitical. | wane clients w be
aducated, bfocmed, and pegpared w do whet
they ol i3 Dest for their Grevbownd.
Dhagruwing cancer in a particnt i umislly =
straightorward procedurs, What = not simple i
telling the Creyhourd's cwner As 2 veterinatan

and a zer owmer, | imow what ir is like ro he on
bath sides of the exam rable. Ir iz diffca’r 1o rell
a :|J'tn:, aned it is difficuls o hear the MESEER -
When | diagnese = natiens wich cancer, T feel
there 13 e way po suparcoar the diagmasis, 1 res-
ent the messape in the mees divect way possinle.
My mexr step ks to anewer any questions the
owner may have, He wually does nor have many
questions ar first, because the news 15 such 2
shock, | describe how the disease will propress
and whar can ke doae o bring abour a cure or
remission. | immediarely refer some eases toa spe-
rialiar, 7 the cwmer i receprive. The most intpor
eant sren i rhis process i w0 schedule an 2ppoine-
ment for one o o davs fom the frer visin, 1o
pive the owner rima o shsorh the news and ecl-
lexs hiz questiona Ar the rexr wiair, wa dizces
U owners questions and come o 8 cenclusion
about a oeamment plane As & vererinariam, 1 oen
anby inform the awner of the varinos ways ro teear
the cancer. | cannoe make the decision abour
rrearment. Fuery comer has the dght i d= what
he feels is hesr for his Grrevhoond. This Y Ve
mean nio treaiment at all. | eell che client a orear-

ment plan cer change; if et uny dme the
Gredwand iz nol benelivng fom the reaonent,
I et thoe owner’s decision e discontinue it

As g pet owoer, | have had several anoauals
diagriosed with cencer The tightness 1 ee in my
stomach, as | revicw and inberpret my pot’s Labeo-
ratory resalts on eadiogiaphs s exouciating, The
cmptingss that comes with having o ezl me wife
#md children rips et my besre. My mind is racing;
D! [ rouss semeching? Am ) rigiac How did 1 nor see
it eerbier? L koo the facts aboot srestmens and
hope my Geeyhonnd will be tie snception w the
tule and be cued, but s o vetednarian, | e o
ackrwwledge reality The pet svmer side of me
always hos hope; the veterinazn sule fces the
(et Tl oweer side also coution: the veterinar.
vare side fonn doneg teo muck, and £ am remerad-
e thar the finst tule 5 e do oo baon

We krow cancer can be devastating. This is
why some cwners do not have their Greyhounds
checked irnmeadiately sfres suspecting a problen,
(Ommers often treas themselves the same way.)
Pacing the rra]i:f' ot the situation is not sy, Bl
early detection offers the best chance for ¢ cure

Here is an exarnple | sxamined 8 Greyhound
cmed Mos on o Menday morning. Hiz owners
kad voriced o small mass on his rbs on Priday,
and the mees had doukled in size over the weels-
end. T pesiorreed o fine asedle aspieaze, disg
nosed @ sarcoma on gty and seferved him woa
spevializr for sargery o resecr the db. 1le had
SUTZETY O Tussday, came hame on Friday, and
has been diseazefree for thuee yeors. Anote:
exzample af succesfnl early derection involvad
Frrey wrbet amderwent surgery ro remve 2 Grade
1T mast cell tume {*Tumpe and Burmps — Friend
or Foel® Spring 2003 G Fire has alwo been
disence-free for three years.

If your Crreyhiume receives a d!ﬁ;nmis ar
cancer, 2tk ae many quastions as possible. Some
cansers can be hearen with early detecrion and
appropiiste meanment For che cancers that we
cannot defezr, ke wour Crevhound's best friend
when yeu decide enoa course of treatment. B
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